

MARTIN COUNTY MODELERS AMA# 1625  BY-LAWS AND SAFETY REGULATIONS

ARTICLE I.	Name
	The Martin County Modelers Inc., also referred to as the club, with flying facilities located on Bridge Road, in Hobe Sound, Florida.
ARTICLE II.	Purpose
	To provide members a safe and secure site for the purpose of operating remote controlled models. And as stated in “Article 2 of the Constitution and Articles of Incorporation”.
ARTICLE III.	Membership
a) Any person regardless of nationality, age, sex, religion, race or political belief may become a member of the Martin County Modelers club.
b) Membership in the club shall be contingent upon membership in the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), regardless if such member is to operate or not, remote controlled models.
c) The maximum membership of the club shall be not be limited to any specific number. At each annual meeting, this membership cap shall be reviewed based on overcrowding of the flight line. Any approved reduction in membership will be achieved through attrition.
d) Resignation. Any member in good standing may resign their membership by giving written notice to the board. (See “Refunds” under Article VIII, Membership dues, of these By-Laws) 
e) Termination. If any member ceases to have the qualification necessary for membership in the AMA, their membership in this club shall thereby terminate, subject to reinstatement upon restoration of eligibility. (See “Refunds” under Article VIII, membership dues)
f) [bookmark: _Hlk77162443]Suspension. This section provides for the enforcement of the safety rules that are related to flying activities or any other unacceptable behavior by an individual member. Any individuals membership may be suspended if such individual willfully commits any act or omission which is a violation of any of the terms of these By-Laws or the rules of the AMA, or which is detrimental to the club, the AMA or to model aviation, as governed by Article XII of these By-Laws. Suspension shall be by unanimous approval of the Board and a majority vote by the members present, if such membership quorum exists: If a unanimous approval of the Board does not exist, then approval of suspension shall require two thirds (2/3) majority vote of the total quorum members, by special or regular meeting.
g) Reinstatement. A unanimous approval of the Board and a majority vote by the members present, if such membership quorum exists: If a unanimous approval of the Board does not exist, then approval of reinstatement shall require two thirds (2/3) majority vote of the total quorum members, by special or regular meeting.
ARTICLE IV	Meetings
a) Meetings shall be held at a time and place to be fixed by the President or other Board Member as set forth in the “Constitution”. Such meetings shall normally be called on a semi-annual basis with not less than one annual meeting at fiscal year-end, with exception as set forth within the Constitution.
b) Notice of all general meetings shall be mailed via USPS or by electronic mail to the members of the club at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting date.
c) To constitute a quorum at any regular or special meeting, there shall be present in person or by proxy thirty-three percent (33%) of the voting membership. A quorum of the board also applies.
d) All meetings must have a quorum of the board, but not necessarily a quorum of the membership if such items before the board do not require a quorum of the membership to vote.
ARTICLE V	Board Of Directors/Officers
a) The duly elected Officers of the club shall be considered for all intents and purposes the Board of Directors.
b) The business, property and affairs of the club shall be managed by a Board of Directors which shall have the power to initiate and approve plans, programs, and events relating to the day to day operation of the corporation, as stated by the Articles of Incorporation, Constitution and/or By-Laws adopted. Article V Section 1 of the Constitution shall apply.
c) The powers of the Board of Directors shall be categorized into two general divisions; business conducted as to day to day, being “MINOR” and business conducted as not ordinary, being “MAJOR”. These divisions shall be addressed accordingly, pertaining to actions taken by the Board and/or the members regarding all subjects and matters of the Corporation.
ARTICLE VI	Expenditures
a) A Minor expenditure is that amount less than or equal to ten percent (10%) of the previous year ending club funds amount. The Board by affirmative majority may exercise expenditures to an amount equal to or less than twenty five percent (25%) of the previous year ending club funds amount, per fiscal year. Any additional expenditure shall be treated as “Major”.
b) A Major expenditure is that amount greater than ten percent (10%) of the previous year ending club funds amount. All Major expenditures must be approved by majority vote of the quorum of members at such scheduled meeting. Major expenditures apply to the allotted (25%) of Minor expenditures. This is to safe guard the solvency of the club.
c) If in the event that expenditures reach the twenty-five percent (25%) maximum, the Board shall request the Members, by meeting, for additional funds to execute day to day business for the remainder of the fiscal year. Approval by majority vote of the quorum of members shall be required.
d) Reimbursement. Any member may request reimbursement of funds for day to day activities and /or maintenance pertaining to the club up to the amount of a Minor expenditure or two-hundred dollars ($200), whichever is less, per affirmative majority of the board.
ARTICLE VII	Fiscal Year
The fiscal year of the corporation shall be the calendar year.

ARTICLE VIII	Membership Dues
Annual Membership dues are to be levied as follows:

Less than 19 years of age, Junior…………………$    5.00
19 years and older…………………………………..$100.00
Additional family member, 19 years and over……$  50.00
Initiation of New members, regardless of age……$  50.00

Notes;
1. Each family member must be an AMA member to operate remote controlled models. A new member is one who has not been a member of this club for a minimum of one month.
2. All fees are due January 1st of each year with a thirty-one day grace period. Annual dues for a new member joining throughout the year are due at time of sign up and will be cost will be pro-rated at one twelfth (1/12) for each remaining month in that calendar year, exclusive of initiation and junior fees.
3. Refunds may only be made upon expulsion or within thirty (30) days from acceptance of membership application or remittance of annual dues. In no case will initiation fees be refunded.
4. All dues remitted must be accompanied by a photo copy of active AMA membership card, temporary/pending transmittal application from the AMA or valid AMA membership number and a MCM application. 
ARTICLE IX	Amendments
		These by-Laws may be amended, altered, added to or repealed by the majority affirmative vote of the Board of Directors and a majority vote of a quorum of the members during a regular or special meeting of the Martin County Modelers, as set forth in the Articles of Incorporation and/or the Constitution.
ARTICLE X	Guests/Honorary
Martin County Modelers liability coverage by the AMA excludes non-AMA members of coverage.
Non AMA members must sign a Hold Harmless Agreement before flying by “Buddy Box”, unless instructed by an MCM-AMA Certified Instructor, (AMA intro Pilot Program).
AMA member guests may partake in flying activities no more than two (2) times in any twelve month period, upon approval of the Safety Officer.
Children under the age of six (6) years old are only allowed on the flight line or in the flight area as a pilot or while under flight instruction. See “AMA Safety Code, General, Radio Control”.
Honorary members must be AMA members. Honorary members are non-dues paying, non-voting members.
ARTICLE XI	Flight, Field and Safety Rules
		The Martin County Modelers hereby adopt all AMA Safety regulations, as amended from time to time and, in addition, the following supplemental safety regulations are to be followed and adhered to:
A. All start up procedures must be performed in a safe and orderly fashion within the pit area (beneath the canopies or just North in front of canopies).
B. Planes must be placed in a hold down restraint before engaging the engine. (PVC restraint, sufficient rope restraint or human restraint).
C. Operation by radio of a (engine running) remote controlled model, behind and/or within six (6) feet forward of the flight line is prohibited, unless aforementioned restraints (B above) is exercised.
D. Flight line is defined as the area starting just North of the permanently installed, wooden, pilot flight stations. All pilots must stand at a pilot flight station while operating/flying an aircraft.
E. All intentions must be verbally announced loudly enough for all to hear.
ON THE FIELD!
TAKING OFF!
LANDING!
DEAD STICK!
NO CONTROL-NO CONTROL!
ON THE FIELD!
FIELD CLEAR!
Do not be shy by announcing your intentions twice, affirmation by others flying is best. Do not enter the flying field while others are flying until you get confirmation from those flying that you are cleared to enter the field.
F. Fixed wing aircraft models shall fly a standard pattern governed by the weather and wind for that day (do not fly against traffic).
G. Aircraft are to be placed six (6) feet into the field before beginning taxi.
H. Take off and landings shall be made at an angle of five (5) degrees or greater traveling away from the flight line (North direction).
I. Hovering of helicopters over the flight field is not permitted if there are fixed wing aircraft in the pattern, unless for takeoff and landing from a regular patterned flight.
J. Use of remote controlled models using 72 MHz frequencies is permitted, however, operator should ensure there is no one else operating on their frequency before turning on the transmitter.
K. All new models must be inspected for flight worthiness prior to the first flight by the Safety Officer or other experienced member.
L. All model aircraft must have the owners name, contact number, AMA #, UAS# and/or TRUST# permanently affixed to the model.
M. Flying behind or to the rear of the flight line is strictly prohibited.
N. “Be considerate”. Be aware of your fellow pilots and please return any and all items used at the field to the tops of tables (chairs, etc) for the ease of those volunteers maintaining the field. Also, please police your area when you are done flying. If you brought trash, take it home with you.
O. During Kart track operations, Park Flyer rules will be observed. This rule limits aircraft to a maximum weight of two (2) Lbs. and speeds below sixty (60) MPH. No fuel or gas powered A/C permitted. There is no limit on weight or propulsion for helicopters or quads. In addition, a NO-FLY zone is established on the east end of the field marked by the wind sock and a line extending due North across the flight field from this easternmost wind sock.
Violations of flights over active Karting:
		1st Offense: Written warning
		2nd Offense: 90 day suspension of flight privileges for 
                      Kart track activity days.
		3rd Offense: Permanent suspension of flight privileges
                      For Kart activity days, to be reviewed after one year.
P. Flight line proximity restrictions (setback).
a) Up to 500Mah battery, minimum flight set back is 6 feet.
b) From 500 Mah to 2500 Mah battery, minimum flight and 3D set back is 25 feet.
c) Over 2500 Mah battery and nitro/gas aircraft, straight and normal flight set back is 25 feet. 3D setback is 60 feet.
d) Stop and taxi is 6 feet into the field, parallel to the flight line.
Q. NO alcoholic beverages are permitted on the flight field premises. No level of pilot intoxication will be tolerated.
R. Pets are permitted at the flying field:
a) The pet must remain on a leash and under the direct control of the owner at all times. 
ARTICLE XII	Grievance Procedure
	The grievance procedure provides a mechanism to enforce all adopted safety rules and regulations by providing a progressive disciplinary system when needed. The Safety Officer shall be the primary enforcer of safety infractions; however, any and all members shall enforce such safety rules and regulations, and are encouraged to do so.
b) A grievance form will be filled out and turned into the Safety Officer or a board member. At least one witness is required. Violations shall be recorded in the club records via a grievance form for each and every violation.
c) First violation: Viewpoints of both complainants and accused will be considered. Complainants name will be disclosed. A verbal reprimand will be given to the accused by the Safety Officer or Board member acting in his stead.
d) Second violation: Complainants name will be disclosed. The accused has the right to a written rebuttal, to be reviewed by the club Safety Officer and the board. If the Board so decides, without a formal meeting, the flying privileges of the accused will be suspended for thirty (30) days. Written notice of this suspension shall be issued. 
e) Third violation: The Safety Officer or Board member acting in his stead, will notify the accused in writing by certified mail and the club members via e-mail and/or news letter that the club will vote on the suspension of the accused (per Article III, section (f) of these By Laws) at a regular or special meeting. Said suspension will last for one year minimum. Voting will be by secret ballot. The suspended member may apply for reinstatement after the expiration of the suspension period.
f) The third violation shall not be enforced unless all three violations are accumulated within a one year period of time.
g) Any member who directs any retaliatory action against another person for filing a grievance will be subject to immediate expulsion from the club at the next special or regular meeting, by unanimous approval of the board and a majority vote of the members present, if such membership quorum exists. If unanimous approval of the board does not exist, then approval of expulsion shall require two thirds (2/3) majority vote of the total quorum of members.  This behavior is to include threats, intimidation, physical harm, intentional equipment damage or any other action deemed to be retaliatory by the board.
h) Any member suspended for safety and/or regulatory infractions, forfeits all rights for refund of dues.
ARTICLE XIII	Parliamentary Procedure
For the fair, precise and courteous conduct of this organization, The Marin County Modelers hereby adopt “Roberts Rule of Order” for regular and special meetings.
ARTICLE XIV	Proxy Voting
A. Board Members/Officers may not vote by Proxy.
B. Proxies executed on a proxy form authorized by the Secretary of the club will be recognized.
C. Proxies executed by e-mail from the members registered email address will be recognized and counted towards the quorum requirements.
ARTICLE XV	Pilot and Instructor Certification
	PILOTS:	To be certified as an RC model pilot, one must demonstrate the following solo maneuvers to the satisfaction of the Safety Officer and /or other qualified member(s);
1. Complete understanding of the safety rules
2. Proper start up and procedures within the pit area
3. Make at least three (3) take offs and landings
4. Make three (3) ovals left and three (3) right while in flight
5. Three (3) figure eights while in flight
All the above must be completed without loss of control or orientation. Failure to complete the above, qualifies the member for further instruction.
INSTRUCTORS: To be certified as an MCM instructor, one must also meet the following requirements;
1. Be a certified pilot for at least one year
2. Possess an above average knowledge of the sport
3. Possess an above average skill of aircraft control
4. Exercise three flights having primary control with another instructor on the “buddy box”
5. Have approval of the Safety Officer and at least two board members or two other instructors; or a combination thereof by signature

To be certified as an AMA instructor, “AMA Intro Pilot Program”, one must meet the additional criteria of;
1. Being certified MCM instructor for one year
2. Obtain approval of the Safety Officer
3. Obtain MCM Board approval
4. Make an application to the AMA, via MCM Board
5. Only AMA certified instructors may instruct Non-AMA persons (Insurance liability)

ARTICLE XVI	Hours
	The flying site shall be open on each Saturday and Sunday (weather permitting) with regular hours from 8:30 AM until 1:00 PM. Members in good standing are permitted to fly on other days and hours if they possess keys for entry and lockup.
Members flying at any time other than the regular hours mentioned above, must yield to those persons working and/or maintaining the field and facilities. Email notification will be sent to notify the membership that maintenance will be done (Mowing for example).













The By-Laws of the Martin County Modelers are hereby adopted on this 31st day of January, 2022 and all previous Adopted By Laws are hereby null and void.


Jon Kemmerling			AMA# 221890
President
Mike Brody				AMA# 1035859
Vice-President
Fred Bowen-Smith			AMA# 1132043
Secretary
David Aldridge				AMA# 571715
Treasurer
Terry Schouster			AMA# 958058
Safety Officer
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